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Scientists warn that declining levels of the medicinal compound synthesized by all life on Earth will push the planet into a
"biological dark age" over the next 50 years. Published in the journal Environmental Research Letters, the study was undertaken
in a "of this article are: entitled 'Enhanced Astrobiological Resource Assessment on Earth using Atmospheric Mercury in a 3D
Thermal Energy Budget Model', showing how changes in mercury concentration affect different parameters that influence the

Earth's radiation budget and the biological activity of the planet." Such changes in the planet's radiation budget would cause
impacts on Earth's lifeforms, as the biological activity of the planet is currently sustained by the total solar irradiance (TSI) of

3.9 W/m^2. As the planet is, on average, losing some of this energy due to space weathering, the levels of the earth's
atmospheric methane could become depleted as a result. This could lead to the increasing levels of carbon dioxide, which is also

expected to make an appearance at some point in the future due to the release of methane in the stratosphere. Eventually, the
researchers warn, the levels of the compound will be so low, the planet will enter a "biological dark age" and life will begin to
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cease. This is because organisms using the compound as an energy source will become extinct, as will those that are unable to
use this form of energy. According to the authors: "We conclude that solar radiation is the only energy source for life on Earth.

At the current solar energy flux of 3.9 W/m^2, atmospheric methane provides 9 percent of this energy. This is the critical
energy source for life on Earth. This flux is expected to decline due to space weathering at the current rate of 1.5 percent per

billion years. The biological activity of the planet is currently sustained by the total solar irradiance of 3.9 W/m^2. As the planet
is, on average, losing some of this energy due to space weathering, the levels of the earth's atmospheric methane could become
depleted as a result. This could lead to the increasing levels of carbon dioxide, which is also expected to make an appearance at

some point in the future due to the 82157476af
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